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‘Remarks on the Justice of the Hebrew War 
ss. ‘¥ ‘ against the Canaanites. 

The indiscriminate destruction of the Canaan- 
ites by an.express command of God, has been a 
favourite argument in thé mouth of, infidelity 
against his justice and goodness. It has been! 
regarded by many, whose opinions are entitled 


sit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land it- | effects. Sometimes it is consistent with his will 
self vomiteth out its inhabitants.” It is there-| and wise purposes, to bury whole cities by vol- 
fore evident, too evident to be disputed, that the | canic eruptions, or sink them by an earthquake, 
Canaanites were destroyed, utterly so, not that or sweep them away by an inundation, or de- 
the children of Israel might possess their country, | stroy them by tremendous tornadoes; yet no 
but particularly and exclusively for their wicked-| one doubts the justice of God in these events of 
ness ; to punish them for their’ hateful and ag. his providence. And why should his Justice be 
grayated crimes. our ~~ snore questionable, when he sends one na- 
_ Perceiving therefore, that the Canaanites, as tion against another, with a command. to de- 


t 


_dark shade over, and greatly impeach, the mo- 
_ ral character and government of God. 


_ consider thé subject, and “endeavour to present 
it in such a light, as to remove some of the prin- 


~ ¢ause it is not admitted, by us, that there is any 


tion, for its iniquities. ‘ : 
tive Janguage, by Jehovah himself, to his an- 
-¢ient servant, Moses, that ‘ the nations are de- 


io. some degree of deference, as an event irre- 
oncilable. with theprinciples of divine equity 
and mercy, and would, if it were. true, cast a 


We owe} 


it therefore to the cause we have espoused, ‘to’ 
ourselves, and even to our enemies, seriously to 


cipal difficulties that may be presented to the 
mind. (his we shall attempt-to do; aud make 
it the principal object of our remarks im this 
communication. .. : :' 
And in doing this, we may first observe, that 
it -is universally. admitted,—admitted even, by) 
those who deny that it was an act of justice—_ 
that the Hebrews possessed an equal right, with | 
other. wandering tribes, in pursuit of new terri-| 
tory, tosthe land of Canaan. And it should be 
remembered, that the opinion generally pre- 
yailed, at that early period of the worid, that 
that nation which conquered the other, did it just- 
ly ; -because it was satisfactory proot that God | 
was on their side, and assisted them.. But this} 
argument, in, our opinion, proves nothing ; be- 


justice in one nation making war with another, 
and dispossessing it of its territory, unless it has 
fair and incontestible claims to it. Unless, there- 
fore, the Hebrews, had. a just claim to the land 
of Canaan, the exterminating war, which they | 
carried, on ‘in. it, we must acknowledge, was au | 
unjust one. And.we must acknowledge more — | 
‘acknowledge even, that we should be unable to 
discover the justice of God, in commanding the | 
indiscriminate destruction of that people, unless 
there existed some cause to justify it. But we! 
believe there was.‘a. sufhcient cause ; and that 
the Hebrews had a fair claim to that tand;) 
both of which we shall now endeavour to point | 
-out, : 

With regard, to the Justice of God, in com.) 
manding the indiscriminate destruction of the | 
Canaanites, it ought to be observed, that the! 


command was not given, as many have imagin-}_ 


ed, merely to dispossess them of their country, | 
so that the Israelites might take possession of 
it. ‘This was*not the reason alleged for their 
destruction. They were destroyed for their 
wickedness; and for nothing else. The Israel-| 
ites were commanded, by the God of their fa-: 
thers, utterly to destroy all that breathed; but 
not merely that they might inherit the land ; 
rathor that the justice of God might be display- 
ed, in, punishing that wicked and perverse na- 
It was declared, in posi- 


;the heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you.” 
j while it shows that Moses was a true prophet, | 


partial in the distribution of his justice. 


a uation, were a wicked people, and have filled 
up the measure of their iniquities, we perceive 
too the cause of their des'ruction, by an express 
command of God. Their wickedness justified 
it; and justice imperiously demanded it. Other} 
nations had met with a similar fate for similar 
reasons. Sodom and Gomorrah had been de- 
destroyed, and the cities of the plain, for their 
wickedness and idolatry. National crimes then) 
were, and have been ever since, the cause of 
national calamities. Babylon fell from the height 
of human greatness and grandeur, because of 
her wickedness. And even the same nation that 
subdued the land of Canaan because of its mo- 
ral defilement, and destroyed its inhabitants, in 
process of time, was itself corrupted, and de- 
siroyed by other nations. Moses told them, 
long before they possessed the land, that such 
would.be their fate. ‘And it shall be,’’ said 
he, “if thou dost at all forget the Lord thy God, ! 
and walk after other gods, and serve them, and 
worship them, I testify against you this day, 
that ye shall surely perish. As the nations, 
which the Lord destroyed before your face, so 
shall ye perish ; because ye would not be obe- 
dient unto the voice of the Lord your God.” 
And again: ‘1 call Heaven and earth to wit- 
ness against you this day, that ye shall soon ut- 
terly perish from the land whereunto ye go 
over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong 
your days upon it, but shall atterly be destroy- 
ed... And the Lord shall scatter you among. the 
nations,and ye shall be left few in number among 


This prophecy has been literally fulfilled; and 


it incontestibly proves that God is stricly im-| 
With 
him, there is no respect to one nation more than | 
another. He inflicts on all a punishment cor-| 
responding with the nature and aggravation of| 
the crimes committed. 
that every nation, and every individual, shall) 
be rewarded according to their works. 

There cannot, therefore, we think, be any 
reasonable argument urged against the justice | 


of God, in commanding the complete extermi- | 


5 . rr \ 
His justice demands | 


nation, of that people, from the land of Canaan. 
The plea which is sometimes made, in refer- | 
ence to this particular, viz. that the command 
made no distinotion between the guilty and the, 
innocent, that it operated equally severe against 
both, has nothing forcible init; as it is well 
known, that in all national calamities, such is’ 
the inevitable consequence. And such it is too, 
in other calamities. When it pleases God to, 
punish his children for their sins, by sending | 


among them a famine, or pestilence, he regards 


stroy, utterly and indiscriminately, allthat have 
breath ?. If it be consistent with his justice in 
the one case, why may it not be in the other? 
Nay, we may go still further; ‘and ask even, 
why he does not regard moral character, when 
he visits man with the common diseases ifci- 
dent to human existence? Why does he com- 
mand the messenger of death to bid the good 
man—depart hence, and be here ‘no more? 
Why not pass by him, and take only the sinner, 
the inveterate, the incorrigible sinner? Is it 
just to call the good man home, inthe midst of 
his years and enjoyment, and not so, to command 
the total extermination of a nation, regardless 
of individual character?” Who says so! Let 
him remember, that all these events of previ- 
dence, all these dispensations of God, are alike 
designed to accomplish some benevolent object, 
and will terminate in the greatest good’ of the 
intelligent creation. nhs at At 

But why, it may be asked, why did not’ God 
send some other nation, than the Hebrews, hit 
chosen people, to be the ministers of his ven- 
geance, in the land of Canaan? “And why" not} 
we ask, the Hebrews, as soon as any other na- 
tion? But why, it may be asked farther; why 
did he not accomplish his object, in some other 
way and manner; either by an earthquake, a 
famine, or pestilence? And why not, we reply, 
in the way and manner that he did, as weil as 
in any other? It can make no difference, as 
we can perceive, whether he puts the “ pod of 
his anger,” and the “staff of his indignation,” 
into the hands of the Hebrews or the Assyrians. 
When he punishes the wicked for their wick- 
edness, he accomplishes his object in the way 
and manner dictated by infinite wisdom and 
goodness; and of little consequence can it be 
to us, or to those that suffer, what nation he 
may select, or how he may choose to effect his 
purpose. Certain it is, let that be ‘as it may. 
that he will carry into execution all his plans, 
and accomplish all bis purposes ; and this is all 
that we need to know. We need not be inqui- 
sitive, or even anxious,with regard to other par- 
ticulars. 

But there is a particular reason, let me now 
observe, why the Hebrews were sent against 
the Canaanites, in preference to any other na- 
nation. Not to mention the fact, that God had 
promised to them the land of Canaan, (because 
the justice of that promise might be questioned) 
we will proceed directly to state, that the He- 
brews had an original, indisputable claim, to 
the country they conquered. It was theirs, by 
original possession; and that possession had 
never been relinquished. It is not disputed 
that the land was inhabited, by a small tribe, 


filed. which | cast out before you, and the land|not age, or sex, or moral character; all are} when Abraham took up his residence there : 
4 . h * oy . . ° . : ‘ : 
is detiled ; therefore-—for this reason— I do vi-| équaliy exposed, and equally liable to feel its | but it is equally true, as a judicious writer as- 


o2 
serts, that “they were few in number, and 
eccupied but a small part of it”? And it ap- 
pears evident, that they did not pretend to claim 
it, as their exclusive property, from the fact, 
that Abram was permitted, without opposition, 
to settle there, build an altar, and call on the 
name of his God. He obtained peaceable pos- 
session of it, and abode there, until a mighty 
famine rendered it necessary that he should go 
down to Egypt, and sojéuf’ there, till it subsi- 
ded. But it was his intention to return, and 
again inherit the land, when he left it. And 
hence, in a short time, we find him returning 
thither, in company with Lot; with whom, in 
after times, in consequence of a strire between 
their herdsmen, he divided the country; giving 
Lot the privilege of choosing which part he 
would, who “chose the plains of Jordan”— 
leaving Abram still in possession of the “ land 
of Canaan ;” which he continued to occupy till 
he died, and his descendants possessed it long 
after his death. 

From this view-of the subject, it appears evi- 
dent, that Abram obtained possession of the land 
of Canaan, and transmitted the inheritance to 
his descendants, And we have no information 
that they ever gave up their claim, or relin- 
quished their right to it, On the contrary, 
when they found it necessary to leave the 
country, as did Abram, in consequence of a fa- 


——— 


mine, their determination to retunn to it again’ 


was unequivocally expressed. ‘ Behold I die,” 
said the venerated patriarch, “ Behold | die ; 
but God shall be with you, and brixz you again 
into the land of your fathers.” And it was his 
last request—indeed he charged his sons * to 
bury him with his fathers, in the cave of Mach- 
pelah, in the land of Canaan,”’—thus expressing 
in the most undoubted language that they had 
‘not relinquished, and did not mean to relinquish, 
their right and title to the country, which for a 
season they had left. 

Besides this, it seems to haye been well un- 
derstood by the Egyptians, that they intended 
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have claimed the conquesteas their owns for 
the country was theirs by right of original pos- 
session. Hence there was a safliclent reason 
why the Hebrews should haye been selected, 
in preference to any other nation, 

In returning to take possession of their coun- 
try, it is easily perceived, the Hebrews were 
anxiou# to*ifdiftein ay good understanding, and 
friendly intercourse with those nations through 
which they had to pass. When they had come 
to Kadish, on the borders of Edom, they sent 
messengers unto the king, requesting liberty to 
‘pass through his land ;” and the same petition 
was presented to the king of Moab ; but neither 
of them consented: and they did not attempt to 
force their way through; choosing rather to 
journey another way. And the same concilia- 
tory disposition wus manifested by them, in 
sending messengers upto Sihon, king of the Am- 
orites. They did not seem disposed to dispos- 
sess them of their territory ; they were in pur- 
suit of their own, andthough they were deter- 
mined to reestablish themselves in it, yet they 
did not wish that any other nation should suffe 
in consequence of it. If, therefore, Sihon an 
his people were delivered into the hands of the 
Hebrews, and dispossessed of their country, it 
was because they took up arms against a nation, 
whose cause was supported by the eternal prin- 
ciples of justice. The disastrous consequences 
of that ill-fated war, therefore, must be attribut- 
ed te their own indiscretion and folly, and not 
to any evil disposition on the part of the Isra- 
elites. 
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ing (bie gr ound on which itwrase 
continued, as well as to exhibit its 
the pacific disposition -of Israelites. We 


have done it also to shew the strict impartiality 
of God--that he regards not one nation more 


ness, and walketh not humbly with God; will be 
abased and finally destroyed. The example of 
divine justice, presented to us in the history we 
haye been considering, should be held up to all 
nations, as a memento of their destiny, if t 
trust not in God, and hearken not to the dictate 
of wisdom and virtue. God will surely visi 
those nations with his judgments, and dreadfi 
calamities, who regard not his laws, and pay n 
deterence to his sacred institutions. Nor will 
the individual escape more than the nation. 
And let a knowledge of this truth impress upon 
every mind the certain conviction, that the ways 
of God are equal, his dispensations just, and all 
his actions in strict accordance with the princi- 
ples of impartial equity, and divine goodness 
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Hopkinsianism. 
In the Horxistan Macazine for August, 1826 
there is a sermon from John vi. 47. 


“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on 
me hath everlasting life.’ 


In this sermon there are some errors which 


than another: and we ought here to remember, 
that every nation which worketh not righteous- — 


Undoubtedly it would have been easy for the 
Hebrews, had they possessed the disposition, to 
haye conquered and laid waste the whole coun- 
try, through which they passed; but this ap- 
pears not to have been their object, nor their 
wish. ‘The land of Canaan, their right by ori- 
ginal possession, was the country they had in 
view; and when they had crossed the Jordan, 


it may be well to notice. The first which I 
shall point out is expressed thus: ** The ex- 
pression is figurative. It is common, in sacred 
scripture. as well as in other wrifings, to speak 


‘of that as present, which is certainly future. 


Thus the Apostle speaks of saints as already 
saved; ‘ By grace ye are saved—We are saved 
ed by hope.’—— The plain meaning of 


and found it occupied by the Canaanites—at the ,our Lord’s declaration in the text is this; He 
same time, to find them endeavouring to hold it,|that has true faith in Christ is sure to obtain 


to return to the land of Canaan ; and it was un-| by an appeal to arms--te say nothing of their} endless happiness; or, in other words, - between 
questionably in consequence of this, that they | wickedness, who can blame them for standing’ the first eercise of faith and eternal life, there is 


were treated with so much severity, and kept 
under such strict subjection, as they were; in 
order thereby, if possible, to prevent them from 
accomplishing their object. 

It may be presumed, that Jacob and his sons, 
did not expect to remain in Egypt, only till the 
famine was over; or, at most, only while Jo- 
seph continued in power;—at all events, they 
did net expect to remain there four hundred 
years, in miserable bondage. And yet, this 
was an event that had been foretold. Abraham 
was assured, by the Most High God, that “ his 
seed should be a stranger in a land that was not 
theirs, and should serve them ; and they should 
afflict them four hundred years”: * but ip 
the fourth generation,” it was asserted, “ they 
should come hither again.” And the reason 
why they were not permitted to return sooner, 
is thus stated: “for the iniquity of the Amo- 
rites is not yet full” Notwithstanding, there- 
fore, itshould here be remarked, notwithstand- 
ing the Hebrews hada full and fair claim to the 
land of Canaan, yet they were not allowed to 
return from their bondage in Egypt, and take 
possession of it, until the wickedness of those 
to be desiroyed had become so obvious and 
aggravated, as to justify their destruction — 
And when that time had come, what nation 
could have been selected with so much propri- 
ety, to accomplish that object, as the one which 
had a just claim to the territory they conquer- 
ad? 


forth in their own defence, and maintaining| an infallible connexion.” I{t is evident here, that 
their cause, even though the utter destruction| the preacher means that the believer, in this 
of their enemies were the result? The justice | state of existence, is not in actual possession of 
of their claim justified the measures they took ;} everlasting life, but that he is to come in posses- 
and the wickedness of their enemies, their deep | sion of it hereafter. ‘That he’is ina mistake 
depravity, was a sufficient cause to justify the | on this subject is fairly supposable from the text 


conduct of God in commanding their indiscrimi- 
nate destruction. 

But there is one other reason why the com- 
plete extermination of that people was necessa- 
ry; and that reason is assigned by Moses.— 
** Thou shalt utterly destroy them,” said he, 
“that they teach you not to do after all their 
abominations, which they have done unto their 
gods.” Had they been permitted to continue 
in the country after it was conquered, it might 
have proved the destruction even of its conquer- 
ors. We have read of nations, whose conquests 
and fame have been spread tar and wide, and 
yet, who have themselves been conquered, by 
the evil example of their enemies. And we know 
not, that such might not have been the case, 
with the Israelites, bad they permitted their en- 
emies to have lived among them, and corrupted 
them by their vicious habits and licentious prac- 
tices. But we need not add remarks on this 
subject. We have seen that their destruction 
was consistent with the justice of God; and that 
was the object we had in prospect. 

We have but a word more to add, and that 
by way of conclusion. We have brought up 


Had any other nation been sent against | and considered the history of the Hebrew war, 


it, and conquered it, slittthe Hebrews might|against the Canaanites, for the purpose of shew- 


4rom death unto life.” 


itself: “ }le that believeth on me hath everlast- 
ing life.’ Believeth- and hath are both in the 
present tense, which ought to be allowed as 
good proof that the believer is now in posses- 
sion of everlasting life, unless there be some 
clear proof to the contrary. In the xviith of 
John, Jesus says, in his address to his Father, 
* And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent.” Would this preacher contend 
that the true believer does not know God and 
Jesus Christ in the present tense? If this know- 


ledge is now possessed, it is certain that eter- 


nal life is now enjoyed, for the faithful testimo- 
ny of Jesus is, this as life eternal, that they might 
know thee, &c. In the vth chapter of this gos- 
pel, Jesus says, ‘ Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, 
he that heareth my words, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
What life is this into 
which the believer hath pagsed? Most surely it 


is the everlasting life which Jesus says, in the 


same verse, the believer hath. In his first epis- — 
tle, Johu says, ‘* We know that we have passed © 
from death unto life, because we love the bre- 
thren; he that loveth not his brother abideth in 


”’ What death had they passed from? 
Surely one which they had been in. Unto 
_ what life had they passed? Surely one which 
they then possessed. Other passages might be 
_ quoted, which prove, most clearly, that what 
our preacher contends for on this subject, is er- 
roneous; but those already noticed are quite 
Sufficient. : 
2d. The second error, which I shall here no- 
tice, found in this sermon, is the preacher’s con- 
tradiction. In explaining the connexion be- 
tween the first exercise of faith and. eternal life, 
> says: 
“ist. [t does not imply that it is impossible in 
nature of things, for a true believer to 
erish. There is no natural and necessary con- 
nexion between faith in Christ, and eternal life. 
It is as possible, in the nature of things, that a 
believer should be lost, as it was that Adam 
should fall from that state of perfect holiness, in 
which he was created, or as that some of the 
holy angels should fall into sin, and perish for- 
ever.” By placing this statement with what he 
says is the plain meaning of his text, he makes 
out that what he calls an wjfallible connexion is 
neither natural nor necessary ; and though it be 
infallible, it is just as possible it should fail, as 
it was that Adam should sin! Thus, to bea 
real Hopkinsian, and to be so understandingly, a 
man must believe that what is znfullible may 
ail! is 
That the preacher meant to be understood 
that such a failuré not only may, but will, take 
place, we have the following to prove: ‘It is 
not implied that the first exercise of faith will 
secure salvation, if it be not followed by con- 
tinual and habitual exercises of holiness. If a 
person, after having believed in Christ, should 
fall habitually into sin, and ever after live and 
die in unbelief and enmity against God, he 
would be lost. It is declared in scripture, that 
_ the unrighteous shall not inherit the. kingdom 
of God,” &e. 
3d. The third error under which the preach- 
er seems to labour, which [ feel inclined to no- 
tice, is his contradiction of the above proof that 
some who believe may fall intu sin and be lost, 
which we find stated thus: ‘* The infallible con- 
nexion between the first exercise of faith and 
eternal life, does imply, that God is immutably 
determined to bestow eternal life upon every 
believer; in pursuance of which determination, 
he will influence him by his holy spirit to per- 
severe in holiness to the end of life. The in- 
separable connexion between the first exercise 
of faith in Christ, and eternal life, is establish- 
ed by. the decree, and effected by the agency, of 
God.” Here we find the preacher contending that 
in agreement with the decree of God, and his 
determination to bestow eternal life upon every 
believer, God will iuflaence those who fall into 
gin and die enemies to God, and are lost, to per- 
gevere in holiness to-the end of life! Never 
was there a more direct contradiction stated. 
But perhaps it will be contended that the preach- 
er does not mean to be understood that any one 
will or can fall and die and,be lost. To this 
suggestion I reply, that L cannot determine 
what the preacher could. possibly mean by 
such contradictions; but that he intended his 
hearers should believe it a fact, that some may 
fall away and be lost, we have his argument as 
follows: “If any sin wilfully, alter haying re- 
ceived a knowledge of the truth, there rema n- 
eth no more sacrifice for sin, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion. It is impossible for these who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the Berea 
gifi, and were made partakers of the Holy 


death,”’ 
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Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they 
shall fall away, to renew them again unto re- 
pentance. ‘There is no such connexion between 
faith and eternal life, as will secure salvation, 
without perseverance in holiness.” If he meant 
any thing. he must have meant that this ar- 
gument applied to believers, for it is believers 
and no others of which he speaks. But how 
can those fall away who are influenced by God’s 
holy spirit to persevere to the end of life ?— 
Here lies the preacher’s contradiction. 

4th. The fourth and last error which I shall 
now notice, in thissermon, is the preacher’s sup- 
position that all those who are represented in the 
scriptures as apostates never were true beliey- 
ers. ‘To prove this he says, “ The foolish yvir- 
gins inthe parable, who were. finally shut out 
from the marriage by the bridegroom, never 
had any oil in their lamps.” That he is in an 
error in this instance, the text fully shows,—see 
Matt. xxv. 8. And the feolish said unto the 
wise, give-us of your oil; for our lamps have 
gone out.” 'Vheir lamps had been burning, or 
they could not have gone out,:and this it seems 
the preacher would have seen if his lamp had 
given him any light. aks 

{f we should meet with such contradictions in 
the scribblings of ignorant, unlettered enthu- 
siasts, our mortification would be but small; but 
to hod them in the works of our learned divines, 
which are published on purpose to explain and 
render divinity easy to be understood, is not 
only mortifying, but deplorable ! 

Lock, kind reader, and behold this scene 
which fills me with grief. Our dear youth, 
whose parents are in circumstances to give 
them an education, and to fit them for the pro- 
fession of the ministry, prepare for college by 
long application and arduous study. Four years 
they must spend in acquiring the honours of the 
college, and three or four more at a theological 
seminary, to furnish themselves with suflicient 
learning to enable them to come forward with 
such unaccountable absurdities and contradic- 
tions! Yes, many fine constitutions are ruined, 
by being kept’at such close labour in study, and 
many brilliaat geniuses are‘blunted and duped, 
by endeavouring to learn a system of divinity 
which is entirely destitute of consistency or rea- 
son! And what are the further corsequences ? 
It follows, of course, that if right ‘reason and 
common sense, if the gospel of heaven have 
any advocates, they must be those who have not 
had the: advantages of those. schools, whose 
whole influence is devoted to the errors esta- 
blished by the wisdom of this world, which is 
foolishness with God. a H.B. 


The following communication presents us with the same 
view of the subject that is given by Dr. Adam Clarke, 
Bishop Pearce, and many others. By publishing it, 
we give our readers the opportunity of deciding for 
themselves. We would just remark, that if the ‘ one 
thing needful”? be not the part which Mary chose, but 
simply one dish, it is a matter of very little impor- 
tance. We are happy to agree with our correspondent 

in the most essential parts of the subject. 
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The One Thing Neeedful—again. 
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word was the one thing needful.” 


63 


his communication, [ am disposed to request 
room in your columns for my thoughts upon it. 
That much diversity of opinion has existed 
upon this subject, cannot be questioned; and it 
is certain that all the opinions entertained upon 


it cannot be correct. Richards has made some 
very true remarks relative to the various appli- 
cation of the words “ but one thing is needful,” 
and upon the cause of the abuse which these 
words have received. It is true, “ one rever- 
end divine tells us that the ‘ one thing needful’ is 
an interest in Christ; another will tell us that the 
‘one thing needful’ is religion ;” while neither 
of them think of adducing evidence, from the 
connexion of the passage, that it was to either 
of those things that Christ alluded. To these 
opinions, Richards has added his own; which 
appears to be his deduction from the connexion 
in which the words, ‘one thing is needful,” 
are found, viz. ‘* the knowledge of this (Christ's) 
Now, gen- 
tlemen, | apprehend that your correspondent 
has been as unfortunate in his attempt to ex- 
plain this subject, as either of the divines to 
which he alludes. Therefore, without design- 
ing any reflection upon those who have express. 
ed their views upon it, “I also will shew mine 
opinion.” 

The example of Richards is worthy the imi- 
tation of every inquirer after truth, viz. to un} 
derstand any particular term or pbrase correct- 
ly, recourse must be had to the connexion in 
which it stands. By this method | have arriy- 
ed at my conclusion upon the one thing needful. 
Beginning at the 38th verse of the context, we 
read, ** Now it came to pass as they went, that he 
entered into a certain village ; and a, certain wo- 


man named Marcha received him into her house. 


And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.” As the divine 
teacher had strictly forbidden his disciples go- 
ing from house to house in the same place; but 
when they entered into a city or town, inquire 
who in it was worthy, (or of good report) and if 
they received them into their house, there abide 
till they departed thence—so he, as he was tra- 
velling to spread the knowledge of God, going 
into Bethany near Jerusalem, (for it’ was at 
that place that Martha, with Lazarus and Mary, 
lived) and having a peculiar attachment to Mar- 
tha, repaired to her house, probably to make it 
his home while he tarried in her town. Mar- 
tha, no doubt, desired to reciprocate the tender 
regard and respect of her distinguished visitor ; 
but relative to the manner in which she could 
best do this, it appears she laboured under a 
mistake. It seems she thought the best method 


| would be to provide asumptuous entertainment, 


Hence we read, verse 40, “ But Martha was 
cumbered about much serving, and came to him, 
and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore 
that she help me.” What a confusion the poor 
woman was in. Such a variety must now be 
provides! that she had more than her hands full; 
and she could not but feel surprised that the Sa- 
viour did not. reprimand Mary for her disrespect 
to him, and unconcern for her, in taking no part 
in preparing the splendid feast. Instead of re- 
proving Mary for the part she had chosen, a§ 
Martha requested him, he applies it to herself ;, 
* and — answered, and said unto her, Martha, 


Messrs. Evirors.—In the ninth number of| Martha, thou art careful and troubled about ma- 
your present volume, | noticed a piece signed | ny things ; but one thing is needful.” She was 


* Richards,” upon our Lord’s address to Mar- 
tha, recorded Luke x. 42. Believing that the 
author of that piece has been unsuccessful in ac- 
complishing what he undertook, and that fur- 


ther light may be throwa upon the subject of 


not wanting in attachment to Christ, but had en- 
tirely mistaken the way in which it would be 
most agreeable to his feelings for it to be mani- 
fested. He was travelling with his disciples, to 
spread the knowledge of the truth, to instruct the 
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ignorant, reclaim the vicions,and comfort mourn- 
ers. Nothing therefore could be more grateful to 
his feelings thaw the. exhibition of a. meek, in-| 


word, 
she was depriving herself of both the society 


maw 
rects fh 
is neediul.” As if he had said --** | am no epi- 
cure; | am not itinerating to serve my appe-, 
tite, but to do the will of Him that sent me ;) 
I seek not yours, but you. Mary hath made a 
wise choice, determined to derive profit from 
my visit: And, Martha, it is my desire that you 
avail yourself of the same privilege. The most 
simple and plain fare is the most acceptable to 
me and my associates; therefore cease your 
trouble and care about superfluity and variety, 
for butone thing is needful.” By this he inform- 
ed her that he disapproved of the part she had 
chosen, and that be was disposed to take it from 
her, i.e. turn her attention from it to another 
object ; and he immediately adds, ‘* Mary, hath 
chosen that good part which shall not be taken 
away from her.” 

* { would not, by these remarks, detract from 
the importance of an interest in Christ, a know- 
ledge of his word, or pure religion. ‘These 
things are all needful and valuable; yet, Ido not 
think it was to either of them that our Lord re- 
ferred in the case before.us. But that when | 
said, “‘ but one thing is needful,’ he had allu- 
sion only to the provision it was necessary for 
Martha to make for him and his disciples. 

It is true, | may labour under a mistake opon 
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leaping suddenly from 


me. 1! involuntarily stopped to contemplate the 
scene. ‘This maa, thought I, perhaps has friends 
in the camp or in his company ; and he lies for- 
saken by all, except his dog!’ What a lesson 
nature here presents through the medium of an 
animal!» What»a strange being is manlt and 
how mysterious “are his ‘expressions! I had, 
without emotion,ordered battles which were to 
decide the tate of the army; I had beheld, with 
tearless eyes, the execution of those operations, 
by which numbers of my countrymen: were sa- 
crificed; and here my feelings were roused by 
the mournful howling of a dog! Certainly, at 
that moment, | should have been easily moved 
by a.suppliant enemy: I could very well imag- 
ine Achilles surrendering up the body of Hector 
at the sight of Priam’s tears.” Las Cases, vol. 
ik pe Sioa 

Said the Emperor, vol. iii. p. 40, “ What mis- 
chief have we not done; what good might we 
not have effecied!” That is, France and En- 
gland. 


Napoleon, beholding the pitiful dog, is awakened to 


reason and humanity. What distraction and delusion led 


on the Emperor to desolate countries, and destroy thou- 
sands of his fellow men ! 


The same delusion and dis- 


this subject, yet ifall the circumstances con- traction has led others in the same way. Had men the 


nected with it are carefully taken into the ac-/ 8°04 will ofa dog towards his master, 
and fightings soon cease to the ends of the earth? 


me have the compassion of a dog, rather than the cruel, 


count, | think my explanation will appear the | 
most plain and natural. I have more reasons’ 


would not wars 


O let 


for the opinion L entertain, but having protract- ) inhuman, protection of a tyrant! Let me die, and have a 
ed my remarks to a greater length than | at | dog for my friend, rather than liye with those whose ten- 


first intended, [ es naming them, If lam der mercies are cruel ; whose sayage bosoms have no pity. 


correct, what an important lesson has been over- | 
looked and lost, not only by the people in gen- 
eral, but by our reverend divines themselves 

How many of our self-denying ministers, while. 
mourning over their people, lest they should 
not suitably regard the Saviour’s words, * but 
one thing is needful,” have lived in daily disre- 
gard of the lesson those very words taught ;— 
Saring sumptuously every day! And how many 
of our pious Christians, who have pretended to 
know all about the one thing needful, have misim- 
proved many a visit from their faithful shepherd 
by leaving him to himself, and troubling them- 
selves about “ many things”—a splendid enter- 
tainment; thus, with pastry, sweetmeats and 
wine, destroying his life and usefulness, or so’ 
far impairing his health, that, at the expence of 
a thousand or twe dollars, he must take ship, 
and cross the ecean, to learn himself and to 
teach them the most simple of all lessons, that 
* but one thing is needful.” T.G.F, 


Haverhill, Vass. Sept. 6, 1826. 
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A Faithful Dog. 
[In continuation of ** Interesting and Useful Anecdotes,’’ 
on page 59.] 

Napoleon used to relate that, after one of his 
creat actions in ftaly, he passed over the field 
of battle before the d@ad bodies had been in- 
terred. “Inthe deep silence of a beautiful 
moonlight nig! t,” said the Emperor, * a dog, 
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God is Love. 


Through wide creation’s vast expanse, 
‘The smiles of love appear ; 

While distant orbs, with twinkling glance, 
My drooping spirits cheer. 

The morning sun, that wakes the day, 
Proclaims that God is Love ; 

His gentle heat, his piercing ray, 
Invite my thoughts above. 

Tis love that moves his shining car 
To noon’s majestic height ; 

And loye calls forth each brilliant star, 
To decorate the night. 


And when the moon’s mild face appears, 
Love crowns the queen of night ; 

It ev’ry bill and valley cheers, 
With innocent delight. 

When lovely spring, with flow’ry wreaths, 
Comes on young zephyr’s wing, 

And ey’ry bird soft music breathes, 
Tis love that makes them sing. 

Love breathes in ev’ry wind that blows, 
And sweetens all the air ; 

Meanders in each stream that flows, 
Inviting pleasures there, 

Love blossoms in the forest trees, 
And paints each garden flower 5 

Gives honey to the labouring bees 
In ev’ry sunny hour. 


beneath the clothes of 
his dead master, rushed upon us, and then im- 
mediately returned to his hiding place, howling 
quiring mind;—-an anxious attention to his| piteously. He alternately licked) his master’s 
But Martha had no time to do either; hand, and ran towards us; thus, at once solicit- 
laid and seeking revenge. 
and instructions of hee Lord, and was zealously | my own particalar:tuen of mind at the moment, 
concerned about providing a variety of dishes—| the time, the place, or the action itself, | know 
things.’ ‘Lhe divine teacher gently cor-| not; but certainly, no incident on any field of 
er mistake, saying to her, * but one thing | battle ever produced so deep an impression on 


Whether owing to 


; With whic 


K. 


~ Love brings the golden harvest in, 
And fills her stores with food; 
It moves ten thousand tongues to sing 


Epitaph... rit. Sed 7 

The following beautifid lines, from the pen of Mr. T. 
Moore, are inscribed on a tombstone in the ey «hey 
of Cheadle, in Staffordshire, to the memory of his ¥ 
Joseph Atkinson, Esq. of Melfield, in the county of 
Dublin, who died whilst ona visit in that vicinity, a 
few years ago.—Rockingham Gaz. — nee 


Tf ever lot was prosperously cast, ; 

If ever life was sike the lengthened flow 
Of some sweet music-—sweetened to the last — 

* I was his, who, mourn’d by many, sleeps below. 


The sunny temper, bright where all is strife, 
The simple heart that mocks at worldly wiles ; 
Light wit that plays along the calm of life, 
And stirs its languid surface into smiles— 
Pure charity, that comes not in a shower, 
Sudden and loud, oppressing what it feeds : 
| But like the dew, with gradual silent power, 
Felt in the bloom it leaves among the meads--- 


The happy grateful spirit, that improves 

_- And brightens every gift by fortune given ; 

That wanders where it will with those it loves, 
Makes every place a home, and home a heaven— * gh 


‘ ~ 4 
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| All these were his --Oh! thou who read’st this stone, . rm 

When for thyself—thy children. to the sky, ” 
Thou humble prayest—-ask, this boon, alone, 

Thut ye like bim may, life like him may die. , 


1a tod 
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, Death of On EVE Nhe iin ctem we 
_ RAMHARS : BY MRS. HEMANS.) 
| Death found sitange beauty on’ that cherub brow, a4 
| And dash’d it out. There was a tint of rosé 
| On cheek and lip :—he touched the veins with ice, re 
And the rove faded. ° Forth from those blue eyes 
Here beam’d a wishful tenderness, a doubt . 
Whether to grieve or sleep, which innocenée , 
Atohe may wear. With ruthless haste he bound = 
The silken fringes of those curtaining lids ripeicie 
| Forever, There had been @ murmuring sound 
h the babe would claim its mother’s ear ; 
Charming her even to tears. The spoiler set 


ip 
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His seal of silence. But there beam’d a smile « 
So fixed and holy from that marble brow, wins 
Death gaz’d—and left it there ; he dar’d not steal age 
| The signet-seal of Heaven. Pe ee 
* B4i92~ hol 
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MARRIED}:") 911962 all : 
| In this city, by Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr, Jonatlian Denni- 
son, of this ciry, to Mrs. Mary J. Sweetser, of Cambridgew 
By Rey. Mr. Gannett, Mr. John G. Rogers to Miss 

Rachel Rogers, =e 
. By Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Danijel 
| Rebecca Hatch. both of this city. 

In Charlestown, Mr. John’ Taber, of Boston; to Nise” 
Sarah-Asn Melville Benard. 8S sth ter ini 


‘Woodward to “Mee. 


[e 


7 DIED, 

In this city, V’m. B. Proctor, Esq 59. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, 77. 

Mrs. Hannah ¥V inslew, 28. , 

In Charlestown, Mrs. Ann Cades, 71. 

In Dedham, Miss Elizabeth Sweet, 23. 

in Salem, Mr. John Byrne. 5}. ; 

In Beverly, Mr. Peter Glover, 74. 

In East-Greenwich, William Grene, Esq. 83, the eld- 
est surviving brother of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, of the 
revolutionary army. . gfe 2 Ae 

in Thomaston, Joseph 8S e, Esq. counsellor at law > 
and cashier of Thomaston Bank, 38, A de 
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